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entered Guzarat and had informed Sarbuland Khan with
grim humour that he was invading the province under the
Nizam's orders. The latter furious at being outwitted,
marched with his whole strength on Poona. Bajirao whose
plan was to exhaust the Nizam's soldiers before he attacked
them, left Guzarat and again invaded his enemy's dominions
along the banks of the Godavari. The Nizam abandoned
his plan of marching on Poona and went eastwards so
rapidly that he crossed the Godavari lower down and
waited for Bajirao astride the river. The Nizam's cavalry
was now tired out, so Bajirao no longer fled before him.
Retreating slowly Bajirao templed the Moghuls to follow
him away from the river into the hilly country near the
town of Palkhed'. He then took the offensive and soon
forced the Nizam to take post Thereupon Bajirao
completely surrounded him and but for the Nizam'g heavy
artillery, he would soon have been compelled to surrender
together with Sambhaji, The Nizam's big guns saved him.
Forcing his way by the fire of his massed batteries through
the investing force, he succeeded in reaching the Godavari
river near the town of Mungi Shevgaon. He had now
water and a considerable store of provisions. Nevertheless
his was a besieged force and ho sent his lieutenant Ewaz
Khan to open negotiations. Bajirao demanded the immedi-
ate surrender of Sambhaji, the payment of all arrears of
chauth and sardeshmukhi, the reinstatement of the Maratha
revenue officers, the recognition of Shahu as sole king of
the Marathas, and the grant of a substantial jaghir to
Bajirao, The Nizam honourably refused io surrender
Sambhaji, but he agreed to the remaining conditions.
Eventually it was settled that the Nizam should send
Sambhaji with his force to Panhala and that thereafter
Shahu should bo at liberty to take such action against
him, as ho might deem necessary. This treaty known as
the treaty of Mungi Shevgaon was signed on the sixth
March 1728, The document executed, Bajirao allowed the

* The battle is known as the battle of Palkliod.